OLD DOMINION K-9
Recommended Performance Standards – Tracking/Trailing
The purpose of this test is to evaluate the ability of the canine to track/trail the scent of a particular person and be able to discriminate from the cross track/trail by following the original track/trail to a successful conclusion.

These Field Certification Tests represent MINIMUM requirements for certification. All K-9 teams must incorporate in their training, terrain types specific to their area and aspects of handling that are not required for certification. All K-9 team’s training and deployments must be carefully documented.

Fee for Tracking/Trailing Field Certification Test will be 

$45 Non-refundable

 and must accompany the 

Old Dominion K-9 Tracking/Trailing Field Test Application

K-9 teams must pre-register for test by September 15, 2022 or the first 15 K-9 teams due to time limitations.  
    PLEASE MAIL ALL DOCUMENTS TO:

OLD DOMINION K-9 
C/O
Suzy Perry

1036 Emerald Valley Drive

Castalian Springs, TN   37031

OLD DOMINION K-9 

CERTIFICATION TRACKING/TRAILING FIELD TEST

APPLICATION

NAME:
 















(last)




(first)


HOME ADDRESS:  
















          (street)



(city)

     
  (state)        
 (zip)
HOME PHONE:  




        CELL PHONE:  






EMAIL ADDRESS:  













DEPARTMENT/K-9 AFFILIAITON:  











DEPARTMENT INFO:  
















          (street)



(city)

     
  (state)        
 (zip)
ATTENDING CANINE INFORMATION

K-9’S NAME:  















BREED OF K-9:  



    K-9’S DOB:  

        K-9’S SEX:  

      
DESCRIPTION OF K-9:  













ALERT/ID GIVEN:  














NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY:  Old Dominion K-9 provides equal opportunity to all participants, instructors and board members.  Old Dominion K-9 does NOT discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious beliefs, disability, gender and sexual orientation.  

 

OLD DOMINION K-9
GENERAL RULES AND DEFINITIONS

Rules may be discussed for clarification prior to the certification, but no changes will be made prior to the tracking/trailing test. 

1. Tracking/Trailing Certification is to be open to any K-9 participant of Old Dominion K-9.
2. Old Dominion K-9 will offer a Tracking/Trailing Test yearly. The Old Dominion K-9 Board of Directors will approve each test.

3. Old Dominion K-9 will set any required fees.

4. The track/trail will be laid at the direction of the evaluator.

5. There will be a minimum of two evaluators, one to lay the track/trail and one to evaluate it. 

6. Old Dominion K-9 will keep a list of those K-9 teams that have passed this test. 
7. The test will be conducted on lead and the handlers have the option to use flat collars, tracking/trailing harness, tracking/trailing ropes or other tracking/trailing equipment while involved in the test.

8. If a team has failed in a particular part of the test it shall not ordinarily be re-judged, or be given a second chance unless so stated in these rules. If in the opinion of the evaluator the team’s performance was affected by outside circumstances, the evaluator may re-judge the team on the entire test.

9. The evaluator must consider the willingness, enjoyment and precision on the part of the K-9 and the ability of the handler. Lack of willingness or enjoyment on the part of the K-9 or the roughness in handling may cause the termination of the test.   
10.   The evaluator is not required to explain their decisions and should not enter into any discussion with any handler who appears to be dissatisfied. 
11. The evaluator will not require any handler or K-9 to do anything that is not required by these rules.

12. There will be no lengthy explanation of the test while on the field. It will be the handler’s responsibility to know the requirements of the test. The evaluator will direct the team to the starting location and start the test.
13. Handlers will advise the evaluator at the time of occurrence or immediately after the test that a protest will be lodged. Protest must be lodged in writing and a committee of three will be formed to resolve the protest. The handler will be advised of the committee’s decision and the protest ruling is final.
14. Any extreme or abusive correction or treatment of the K-9, loss of temper or display of poor sportsmanship by the handler will result in immediate disqualification.  
OLD DOMINION K-9

CERTIFICATION FIELD TRACKING/TRAILING TEST

1. The test track/trail will consist of three legs. 

2. The track/trail length will be from 450 yards to 650 yards depending on space availability.

3. There will be two turns, either left or right. 

4. All tracks/trails laid will be on similar terrain, if possible.

5. There will be three surface changes, if possible

6. The age of the track/trail will be a minimum of thirty (30) minutes and not to exceed forty-five (45) minutes.

7. The approximate starting point will be given to the K-9 team.

8. The K-9 team will be evaluated on locating the track/trail and the direction traveled, each leg and locating the track/trail layer at the finish. 

9. The track/trail will be contaminated on one of the three legs by having another person cross over the laid track/trail. The cross track/trail will be laid at least fifteen minutes after the initial track/trail was laid.

10. There will be a forty-five (45) minute time limit. The evaluator will stop the test, if in his opinion the K-9 team has stopped working or is obviously unsuccessful. 

11. A scent article will be provided by the trail/track layer to the evaluator.  

OLD DOMINION K-9
EVALUATORS
1. The evaluator for an Old Dominion K-9 Tracking/Trailing Certification must be a current Old Dominion K-9 Board member in good standing.

2. The evaluator must have been an Old Dominion K-9 Board member for the last five years with Old Dominion.

3. The evaluator must show he has handled/worked tracking/trailing K-9s for a period of five years or more.

4. The evaluator must show he has trained tracking/trailing K-9s for a period of five years or more.

5. The Old Dominion K-9 Board of Directors may waive any or all qualifications for an evaluator upon a unanimous vote.

OLD DOMINION K-9 

INSTRUCTORS

1. Must be a current Old Dominion K-9 Board member in good standing.

2. Must show a working knowledge and understanding in the field of instruction.

3. Must have handled/worked a K-9 for a minimum of five (5) years in their field of instruction.

4. Future instructors must be recommended by a current instructor.

5. Future instructor must submit resume to Board of Directors for consideration and approval.

6. Future instructor must co-instruct with a senior instructor for at least two seminars. The senior instructor will complete a written evaluation of the future instructor and forward that to the Board of Directors. 

7. The Board of Directors will hold a meeting at the end of the seminar to determine if the future instructor may lead instruct or need further evaluation.

OLD DOMINION K-9 
Tracking/Trailing Certification Score Sheet

Handler’s Name:  





             K9’s Name:  _________________________

Date:  __________________________    Location:  









Agency’s Name & State:  













Track/Trail Layer’s Name:  








             


Age of Track/Trail: 






  Approximate Distance:  


 
Diagram
                                    
Pass      Fail
Preparation of K-9       
______    _____
Start                          

______    _____

First Leg                   

______    _____

First Turn                 

______    _____

Second Leg                 

______    _____
Second Turn          

______    _____
Third Leg                  

______    _____
Cross Track/Trail     

______    _____
Eagerness to Work    

______    _____
Find                         

______    _____
                                                                



      Wind Direction
    CERTIFICATION:  Pass: 

 Fail: 


Evaluator’s Name:  





 Signature:  






Remarks: 
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